


Directors Message sy ceaarinore

Sometimes the best way to say something
1s just to say it: Simply put, this is a wonder-
ful school.

For example, at a time of year when
everyone is even busier than usual, our
maintenance staff does the demanding work
that a prom, an art show, and other special
activities require. Housekeeping rises to
the occasion, food staff provides evening
refreshments for the spring concert, music
staff and others spend countless hours to

make the concert come together, and the prom
committee works tirelessly to make the prom a
highlight of the school year.

Students, of course, are at the center of all
this activity. They are the accomplished Bell
Choir as well as the writers and performers
of the innovative Through Our Eyes workshop
segment of this year’s spring concert. They
are happy prom revelers as well as artists
participating in our inaugural art show. Through
all of these activities our school encourages
them to expand their horizons, challenges
them to achieve their highest potential.

For further proof of this, I invite you
to read the “Literacy” article in this Towers
about Jeffrey Boudwin and Donal Buie,
the students who explained to a group of
blindness professionals the significance and

some of the intricacies of their techno-
logically sophisticated Braille Plus Mobile
Managers, which they use every day.

Each year, around this time, our students
garner awards and accolades. In addition
to the honors that will be bestowed by the
school and supporting organizations at com-
mencement, the Union League of Philadel-
phia recently recognized OSB high school
students Kassandra Hernandez and Nahfis
Wright with the Good Citizenship Award and
ABC Channel 6 recognized graduating senior
Marquise Nelson as “Best of the Class.”

Year after year, our education staff contin-
ue to do an excellent job in the classroom,
attend evening events, arrive early and stay
late to help provide our students with the
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Conversations with . . .
PewpaPefhazo

Asked to share a bit about herself, to tell the
Towers readers who she is, Donna DeShazo
says, “I’'m a godly woman who makes mistakes
at times and wants to see the good in everyone.
The foundation of my
life comes from my
mother and God.”

If you ask Ms.
DeShazo’s co-workers
about her, they don’t
dispute her own self
assessment, but they
add accolades that
include “good worker
... conscientious . . .
always there for the
students . . . good friend . . . big smile.”

And when you put together Ms. DeShazo’s
professional history, the two views come
together.

After working as a certified nursing assistant
at Bryn Mawr Hospital for 13 years, Ms.
DeShazo, while waiting for the number 10
trolley, noticed someone leaving the OSB
campus, and decided to investigate. That was
August 1988, and she has been here ever since.

“I was hired on the spot,” she says, “and fell
in love with the kids on the first day. Even
though I’ve lived and worked through many
changes here, Overbrook remains what it’s
always been—a unified, friendly place with
great staff and awesome students.”

Ms. DeShazo has been certified as a Special
Education Paraprofessional by the Pennsylvania
Department of Education, Bureau of Special
Education, since July 2009—a full year before
the certification is to become mandatory. The
thought, organization, and timely preparation
that went into her securing certification is an
extension of the dedication and attention to
detail that she demonstrates daily as a Teacher
Aide in the OSB High School.

Donna DeShazo

John P. Dougherty

Eva’s Dad, best known around campus as
“JD,” is the newly appointed Parent Representa-
tive on the OSB Board of Managers. Humorous,
personable, and soft spoken, Mr. Dougherty is a

man of many parts—he’s the involved and
loving father of an Overbrook student, an
academic, a member of P.E.R.C. (OSB’s parent
group), and a widower.
A continuing faculty member for 12 years

at Haverford College, Mr. Dougherty teaches
computer science. He studied at La Salle and
Drexel, and holds a Ph.D. in computer
information science from Temple University.
Referring to his work at Haverford, he speaks
with quiet pride about Haverford’s “culture

of excellence” that translates into his not just
teaching but challenging his students to think,
to do, to question, and ultimately to make a
difference. In the same spirit, he is “thrilled
and excited” by the college’s Quaker based
sense of social justice. All of which he brings
to Overbrook, both as Eva’s Dad and as a
Board member.

Speaking directly about his family and

Overbrook, Mr. Dougherty says modestly,
“My late wife Ellen and Overbrook continue to
make all the difference in Eva’s life. From the
beginning Ellen was the key person, leading
the way, and I continue to ask myself, as situa-
tions arise, ‘what might Ellen do?’ I was raised
to believe in service,
in giving back; and as
a Computer Scientist,
I’'m always looking
for the leverage
thinking ‘with my set
of skills where can I
make a difference?’”

Mr. Dougherty
looks forward to
making direct contri-

butions to Overbrook
through P.E.R.C. In that spirit, he encourages
parents to visit and comment on the P.E.R.C.
blog http://perc-osb.blogspot.com/

“Thank goodness for Andrea [Johnson,
former Parent Representative and current
Board member],” he says, “for the things she’s
done and for welcoming me to the Board with
information, encouragement, and good cheer.
The entire Board, in fact, is inviting and
helpful to new members. I’m looking forward
to getting more and more families involved
in the life of the school.

“How could it be otherwise?” he continues.
continued on page 3

John P. Dougherty




Literacy

Editor’s Note: This is the first in an occa-
sional series about the diverse forms that
literacy takes and how that diversity is
represented and accommodated at OSB.

To hear Jeffrey Boudwin and Donal Buie
tell it, the hard part was to present an overview
of the Braille Plus Mobile Manager to an
audience of professional educators at
the annual Penn-Del AER Spring Vision
Conference in Grantville, PA.

Jeff and Donal are bright, articulate,
accomplished young men who will graduate
this June. They are technologically sophisti-
cated and they are blind.

They do with their Mobile Managers what
some sighted people do with smart phones,
iPads, Kindles, and laptops, but they also
do more. In addition to using the Mobile
Manager’s calculator and word processor,
its planner, music manager, and library
(for reading books on the go), they are
sophisticated users of two wireless functions—
a braille display and internet access. They
additionally use this portable device to record
lectures, take notes, and write reports.

Doing a presentation at a professional
conference has been a major accomplishment,
another milestone in their education, and
further movement forward in the transition
continuum. They are the first two students to
present at this annual conference and the
educators and end users in attendance agreed
that their presentation was professional,
knowledgeable, engaging, and humorous.

Donal and Jeft’s greatest accomplishment,
however, would seem to be their initial
expertise, mastering the technology that
enables them to access information, to
communicate their thoughts, and ultimately
to be competitive in the world as it is today.

Director’s Message

continued from page 2

greatest opportunity to experience active
and fulfilling lives when they transition
from Overbrook.

This year, Dael Cohen, OSB’s transition
coordinator for all of our students and
coordinator of the Independent Living
Program in the White Hall Apartments,
was awarded the prestigious Elinor Long
Educator of the Year Award by the
Penn-Del AER professional organization.

Ms. Cohen is not the only OSB educator
deserving special attention, but her extra-
ordinary success with White Hall and AER’s
recognition of her accomplishments are
emblematic of all that we do and all that we
aspire to do for our students. Similarly, the
accomplishments of Kassandra, Nahfis,
Marquise, Jeffrey, and Donal are representative
of the achievements of the entire student body.

Conversations with ...

continued from page 2

“Overbrook has meant so much to my family
and to the quality of Eva’s life. When she

was recently hospitalized, the Overbrook
community—teachers, coordinators,
therapists—were there for her. Sometimes

I think they don’t know how extraordinary
they are. All this, of course, in addition to all
that they do day after day and year after year.”

3

An Evening of Music and Theatre

people to put together the evening of music
and theatre. In addition to Ms. Adacusky,
school psychologist Darren Levin, playwright
Gina Guglielmi from Amaryllis Theatre
Company in Philadelphia, and Choir and
Mixed Ensemble Director Christopher
Sapienza, guided them through the writing
process, which began back in November.

The evening’s performance was under the
direction of James Palmer, Bell Choir Director,
and Mr. Sapienza. John Grecia was the accom-
panist and Lindsay Plocher, the cellist.

A grant from CVS Pharmacy helped to make
the evening possible.

continued from page 1
and feelings about visual impairment, OSB,
families and friends, and life in general. They
were humorous, poignant, light, intense, and
determined, sometimes remembering old
slights but more often enjoying present
successes. Like their sighted peers in main-
stream schools, the young women and men
of the Writing Workshop reflected on where
they’ve been and where they are headed.
Unlike most of us, however, they have the
talent to write it down and deliver it in an
entertaining way.

Like all stage productions, it took many

Towers Press Updates

All Towers Press Books are Available

For those of you who have been asking: Braille Literacy Curriculum is in its third printing.
Mathematics Made Easy for Children with Visual Impairment, Technology for All: Assistive
Technology in the Classroom, and Experiencing Literacy: A Parents’ Guide for Fostering Early
Literacy Development of Children with Visual Impairments also remain in print.

All four books can be ordered directly from Towers Press, Overbrook School for the Blind. We
accept checks, purchase orders, and credit cards (MC, AMEX, VISA). For additional information
please contact the editorial office by e-mail bookden2@gmail.com or phone 215-877-0313, ext. 263.

Most of the books, except Mathematics Made Easy, are also available through www.amazon.com.

Price Increases

Due to increased costs across the board, the purchase price and shipping and handling charges
for Towers Press books have increased.

The new prices are:

Braille Literacy Curriculum $38.00 per copy plus $9.50 shipping and handling in the United States
($30.00 shipping and handling outside the United States)
Technology for All: Assistive Technology in the Classroom $42.00 per book plus $9.50 shipping
and handling in the United States ($30.00 shipping and handling outside the United States)
Experiencing Literacy: A Parents’ Guide for Fostering Early Literacy Development of Children
with Visual Impairments
$9.00 per book plus $4.00 shipping and handling in the United States ($7.00 shipping and
handling outside the United States)
$115.00 for package of 15 books plus $9.50 shipping and handling in the United States
($40.00 shipping and handling outside the United States)

Mathematics Made Easy for Children with Visual Impairment $36.00 per copy plus $9.50

shipping and handling in the United States ($30.00 shipping and handling outside the
United States)




Briefly Noted . . .

continued from page 1

Pancake Breakfast

The 18th Annual Pancake Breakfast brought
550 alumni, students and their families, board
members, members of lions clubs, and the
community together on March 21st for a
day filled with good food for a good cause.
This year the breakfast was co-hosted by the
Philadelphia Filipino-American Lions Club
whose members came together to support
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our school. Over 60 volunteers helped cook,
serve, and sell cheesecakes and candy.
Thanks to donations from Pica’s Restaurant,
Zitner’s Candy, Wawa and Tru-Brew Coftee,
and a great turnout of diners, the event raised
over $5,000 for Overbrook’s programs and
services.

Overbrook hosts The Eyes of Me

On February 24th, Overbrook hosted
the Community Cinema Film Premiere
of The Eyes of Me, a documentary which
followed four blind teenagers - two freshmen
and two seniors - over the course of one year
at the Texas School for the Blind in Austin.
The film was co-presented by the Independent
Television Service (ITVS), WHYY, and
Liberty Resources. The Amaryllis Theatre
Company provided descriptive audio for
the film while the Deaf Hearing Commun-
ication Centre provided ASL interpretation.
A panel discussion following the film
included Overbrook student Traniece
Johnson, alumnus Brent Kessler, and Cecelia
Ramatsingh, an independent living services
supervisor at Liberty Resources, Inc. Bill
Chrisner from the Disability Rights Network
of Pennsylvania served as the moderator.
The panel, which was organized to represent
an intergenerational view on being blind,
shared their own personal experiences.

OSB — Kutztown Collaboration

Between February and April of this year,
13 students from Kutztown University’s
Department of Special Education, under the
direction of Dr. David Ross, came to our
campus approximately every two weeks
to observe, assist, and learn.

According to OSB Director Gerald
Kitzhoffer, one-third of our current teaching
staftf comes from Kutztown.

“We are known as a site of excellence,”
Mr. Kitzhoffer says, “and in addition to the
obligation we have to our students and our
school, we have a commitment to the field.
Welcoming Dr. Ross’s students to our campus
1s good for everyone. We provide teachers-
in-training real-world experience, and our
teachers have an enhanced opportunity to
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see and discuss the latest approaches and
techniques in the field.”

When the idea was first presented to the
OSB program coordinators they spontaneously
embraced it. Logistics weren’t easy, with
both OSB and Kutztown needing to work out
the details, but according to Mr. Kitzhoffer,

Jo Ann McNamee, Early Childhood coordina-

tor, did the scheduling that made it all come
together.

As this first time collaboration ended,
Dr. Ross spoke about his interest in doing it
again, his students seemed energized by the
experience, and Mr. Kitzhoffer noted that
the collaboration reinforces and celebrates
the uniqueness of our programs and the
specialized excellence of the teachers we hire.

OVERBROOK SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND
SCHOOL CALENDAR 2010
Final Revision: The last day of school for

students and education staff has been changed
to Monday, June 21st

June

Tues., 6/1 All students return. Classes resume
at 8:15 a.m.

Mon., 6/7 Fun Day for all educational
programs

Wed., 6/9 Commencement 9:30 a.m.
Auditorium

Fri., 6/11 Early Childhood Summer
Celebration

Mon., 6/21 Last day for students and
Education Staff

6/18 —6/20 Weekend —
Alumni Weekend

6/23 — 6/25  3-day Early Intervention

Summer Workshop

June 28 — August 5
Camp KanDu — Early Childhood
Summer Camp. Mondays —
Thursdays, 9am — 2pm

Mon., 7/5 Independence Day Observed —

School Closed

June 29 — August 5
Extended School Year Program —
Elementary
Tuesdays — Thursdays, 9am — 2pm
June 29 — August 5
Overbrook Summer Program —
Middle School, High School,
and School to Work
Tuesdays — Thursdays, 9am — 2pm
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